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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hunt et al 
(US Patent No. 5,724,524). 

Claims 1-22 recite well known features or process when trading a plurality of financial 
instruments over the Internet. The steps involve receiving a first order to buy a derivative 
financial instrument, receiving a second order to sel the derivative financial instrument and 
executing a trade at a set market price. Setting a market price is usually based on many criteria 
such as revenues and intangible assets such as copyrights and patents. The market price per share 
may be compared to its book value per share in determining how much above its real value the 
company is selling. Applicant is also directed to column 3, lines 5-25, column 4, line 53 to 
column 6, line 39. 

The examiner notes that the claimed invention is directed to known methods of trading 
derivative financial instruments over a network. The difference between the claimed invention 
and the system of Hunt et al. is that the derivative instrument represents a movie corresponding to 
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a stock and a movie talent corresponding to a bond for trading over the network. The examiner 
notes that many of the securities traded over the network are associated to different types of 
securities such as biotech, pharmaceutical, technology or utilities stocks and other types of bonds 
or carrier space. 

The Examiner notes that Hunt et al includes a storage and processing function as does the 
claimed invention and would produce the same result with the exception that different forms or 
types of data are being claimed. The Examiner notes that in memory, data is data and the type of 
data does not affect the functioning of systems having similar data processing logic. See in re 
Gulack 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983); In re Lowry, 32 f.3d 1579, 
32 USPQ2d 1031 (Fed. Cir. 1994). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to represent the derivative financial instruments as corresponding to any 
type financial data or items or data of value because such data does not functionally relate to the 
steps in the claimed method. It does not follow that a new and unobvious functional relationship 
exists between the data structure and the machine read-able medium or claimed system. Thus, the 
subjective interpretation of the data does not patentably distinguish the claimed invention. 
3. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantzy Poinvil, whose telephone number is 



* 



• 



Serial Number: 09/465,607 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 2164 



(703) 305-9779. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 

Thursday from 7:30 AM to 6:00 PM. 

The fax phone number for this Art Unit is (703) 305-0040. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 

be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
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Primary Examiner 
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